
Indian Education Program 
NEWSLETTER

.

Nov 1-30: National Native American Heritage Month

District & Community Events
Nov 1:  School Board Meeting, 6pm, virtually via Teams, Attendee Link
Nov 5:  2.5-hour Early Release – School Improvement

Nov 7: Daylight Savings Time Ends (Turn your clocks back an hour-Fall back)
Nov 11: No School – Veterans’ Day
Nov 15: School Board Meeting, 6pm, virtually via Teams, Attendee Link
Nov 24-26: No School – Thanksgiving Break

The PSD Indian Education Program currently has over 300 students throughout all 34 schools, 
including Puyallup Digital Learning (PDL/POA/POD), Running Start, and Puyallup Parent Partnership 
Program (P4, home-based instruction).

Nov 9: Indian Education Program Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Board meeting
5:30 pm, virtually via Teams

Nov 9: Indian Education Program monthly meeting, 6:30 pm virtually via Teams 

Humankind has  not woven the web of life. We are but one thread within it. Whatever we do to the 
web, we do to ourselves . All things  are bound together. All things  connect.

—Chief Seattle

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZDE3ODcyNWYtMjBkNi00OWRiLTllY2MtYjAyNjM5NGJkZjQw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2280ec61de-f2fb-4f10-bf15-ffd799808574%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2282730f2b-4778-40ff-89d2-1dd8c8cfb74d%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/cms/one.aspx?portalid=141151&pageid=145155
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Chief+Seattle+Quotes&form=BTQUOT


The Indian Education Program Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Board meets once a month in the hour 
prior (5:30-6:30pm) to the regular monthly PAC meetings/family gatherings. The current Parent Advisory 
Committee (PAC) Board members were voted to their positions during our May 2021 meeting/gathering 
and they are as follows:

Otellie Trujillo – Chairperson
Suzi Friedlander – Vice-Chairperson-Title VI
Debbie Bair – Vice-Chairperson-JOM
Renee Fortier – Member-at-Large-JOM

We still have two, open positions left to fill, and they are:

Secretary, two-years
Member-at-Large-Title VI, two-years

If you are interested in and/or have questions about serving on the PAC Board, please let me know. I can 
be reached by email at marcoma@puyallup.k12.wa.us or phone 253-840-8852.

November Native American Heritage Month Activities
Since this is Native American Heritage Month, we would like to showcase our NA/AN 
students and culture. Let’s do an activity/craft for each week in November. For each student 
who submits a craft or activity each week, they will be entered into a drawing for some 
prizes. 

Week 1, Nov 1-5 Activity: Using Flipgrid – Say your name, Tribe, school, and what 
cultural/tribal traditions are you participating in or have participated in during this time of 
year? Be sure to ask your parents/guardians, aunties, uncles, grandparents, guardians, 
siblings, or an adult who would know about it, etc.  Be sure to post it in the PSD Indian 
Education Program Schoology group. If you need help or have questions, please let me 
know.

Week 2, Nov 8-12 Craft: Pony Bead Corn Necklace. If your student would like to participate 
in the craft, please let me know and I will get the supplies to them, along with the 
directions. They can submit pictures of the finished necklace to the PSD Indian Education 
Program Schoology group. 

Week 3, Nov 15-19: Moccasins – This week is ‘Rock Your Mocs’ week! So, if you have 
moccasins, the be sure to show them off. You can post pictures of them in our PSD Indian 
Education Program Schoology group. Also, I will post some moccasin coloring pages for you 
to color and submit to our Schoology group.

Week 4, Nov 22-24: Family Gathering. What does your family do to celebrate Thanksgiving 
or if you do not celebrate Thanksgiving, what do you or your family do during this school 
break? Please post your comments in the PSD Indian Education Program Schoology group. 

mailto:marcoma@puyallup.k12.wa.us




Kindred Spirits 

Back in 1847, Ireland was enduring a horrific famine. Humanitarian aid poured in from all over the 
world, but one contribution stood out among the others—the $170 raised by the Choctaw Nation to 
supply food to the starving Irish. It doesn't seem like a lot, but it was equivalent to about US $14,000 
in today's money. Most remarkably, the aid came from a nation of people who, just 16 years before, 
had been forced by the administration of US President Andrew Jackson to leave their ancestral 
homeland in Mississippi and march 500 miles to areas west of the Mississippi River that had been 
designated 'Indian Territory.' They and other forcibly relocated Native Americans endured brutal 
winter conditions, disease, and starvation, as well as extortion and violence by local frontiersmen, 
ultimately losing about a fourth of their people on the 'Trail of Tears.'

The Choctaw contribution to the Irish in 1847 began a long history of friendship between the two 
nations, and in June 2017, with a 20-strong delegation from the Choctaw Nation in attendance, this 
monument in County Cork, Ireland, was dedicated. Named 'Kindred Spirits,' it features nine giant 
stainless-steel feathers, shaped to represent a bowl of food for the hungry. The sculpture was 
created by Alex Pentek at the Sculpture Factory in Cork, Ireland, with assistance from students of the 
Crawford College of Art and Design. It's meant as a tribute—or 'Yakoke' ('Thank you' in the Choctaw 
language)—to the Choctaw Tribe's contribution to alleviating the 'Great Hunger.' The demonstration 
of empathy between the two peoples continues to inspire efforts to provide assistance for people 
suffering from famine worldwide.





Amani Hayward Katori Murrietta-Jacobsen
Angel Patterson Khiara Luke-McIntyre
Aubrey Spillner Leslie George
Braden Matt Marisa Quesenbury
Daniel Adams Odjn Branson
Dezante Norquay Remi Amadeo
Dylan McEwen-Allenbach Robert Fortier
Elijah Buggs Sarah Lucero
Erika Birdsong Serenity Watchman
Jewell Douglas Toyela Pardo
Jordan Baker Tyee Wells
Kadence Allsop Brown Zoeylou Adkins

November Birthdays



https://fs10.formsite.com/ss3HCQ/i8usouiezr/index.html








Deadline extended!!
Creative Native Call for Art  Submissions Open

The Center for Native American Youth (CNAY) at the Aspen Institute is excited to announce 
the 4th Annual Creative Native Call for Art .

Each year, art submissions are inspired by a unique prompt. Artists who submit will have the 
opportunity to receive national recognition, funding for art supplies, and an award of 
$500.00. The Creative Native Grand Prize winner will receive an award of $1000.00.

This year, art submissions must be inspired by the prompt: futurism. This year’s theme focuses 
on Native youth hopes and dreams for the future. Native youth creatives: What are your hopes 
for the future? What is the future of your culture, your people, your community, and yourself?
“We are proud to support young Indigenous creatives through this program,” says executive 
director Nikki Pitre, “Through this year’s Creative Native prompt, we will better understand 
where Native youth see the future of our people through art expression.”

Creative Native also presents a new and exciting way to engage youth in the Generation 
Indigenous National Native Youth Network. The Gen-I initiative is focused on removing barriers 
that stand between Native American youth and opportunities to succeed. Artists who submit to 
the Creative Native Call for Art will have their submissions counted as their Gen-I Challenge 
activities and those over 14 will be recognized as Gen-I Ambassadors. As Ambassadors, the 
artists are invited to join our network of Native leaders and get continued access to exclusive 
leadership and advocacy opportunities. Click here to create an account and log into the new 
Gen-I Network portal.

The Creative Native Call for Art will continue accepting submissions until November 11, 2021.

https://www.cnay.org/
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/
https://alumni.generationindigenous.org/
https://www.cnay.org/creative-native/


https://www.aifisf.com/

https://worldchannel.org/





Social Emotional Learning Advisory Committee

Let your voice be heard!

The Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Advisory Committee and the Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight 
and Accountability Committee (EOGOAC) will be jointly hosting a virtual family and community forum on 
Thursday, November 4th from 5pm-7pm to discuss Social Emotional Learning.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is broadly understood as a process through which individuals build awareness 
and skills in managing emotions, setting goals, establishing relationships, and making responsible decisions that 
support success in school and in life. At its core, SEL is about supporting social emotional wellbeing and 
ensuring every young person feels a deep sense of  belonging in their school and community. In this uniquely 
challenging moment, it is critical that we come together to listen, learn and better understand the impacts of  the 
last year on the social and emotional health of  children of  color. We are inviting students, families and 
communities to share with us how our schools should work with families and communities of  color to create 
equitable opportunities for positive social emotional learning (SEL).

Topics of  discussion will include:
•Student belonging
•Culturally responsive SEL
•Co-Designing SEL with families
•Preparing the educator workforce for SEL

Space will be limited, so please pre-register. Priority will be given to students, families and community members. 

Spanish and ASL interpretation will be provided. If  you need accommodations or language interpretation, please 
indicate on your registration.

What: Family and Community Forum
Who: Families, students, school staff, advocates, educators, community members
When: Thursday, November 4th from 5pm-7pm 
Where: Virtual through Zoom platform

•To register in English click here. 
•Para una copia de este mensaje en español oprima aquí.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..1fk6xHvuA3elhH5KF4KSBPwkf_1gBTSJlWo68De3Ta4%2Fs%2F448735821%2Fbr%2F115400539387-l&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcoma%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C9cce64799c8747088b8d08d99b0f9f59%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637711313867017815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6XkyReITMp8uBmMBT%2BgK4B6L3q5sZsCCVW1Lk4T2Ky4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..LPtk97lerVlbG81fh3ArFUG1Tc7SCTORmOAmsyQsmZs%2Fs%2F448735821%2Fbr%2F115400539387-l&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcoma%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C9cce64799c8747088b8d08d99b0f9f59%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637711313867027789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=X21BaGCgr2HTQy4nVnx7kIGsZYd9RwwL7TV6%2FoXQnTs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..1gJ5chSUVdl4K-Tn-ijsGrhiST3E3FFpb_XMZUScddw%2Fs%2F448735821%2Fbr%2F115400539387-l&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcoma%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C9cce64799c8747088b8d08d99b0f9f59%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637711313867037735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=qBY1qJ4G8gBasUraL03i6k1Q1U5ScT9IW5bvZ37S0W8%3D&reserved=0


The last Puget Sound Treaty War Panel is scheduled for November 11 at 6pm. We are asking our audience to help us 
plan the discussion by submitting questions to our panelists in advance. Previous discussions have focused on the 
historical events surrounding the war and our final program will focus on its legacy - including the Puget Sound Fishing 
Wars, boarding schools, land settlements, and issues around tribal sovereignty. We hope this conversation is driven 
entirely by audience questions on these issues.

Tickets for the panel discussion are FREE and can be found online at fortnisqually.org. Advance registration is required.
The Puget Sound Treaty War Panel series received the 2021 Award for Outstanding Achievement in Broadening 
Perspectives in Preservation from Tacoma Landmarks Preservation Commission Historic Preservation Office and is 
supported by the City of Tacoma. The panel series concludes with the November 11 event but will return in podcast 
form in 2022. More information can be found online at www.metroparkstacoma.org/fort-nisqually-indigenous-voices

Contact: 
Elizabeth Rudrud, Fort Nisqually Living History Museum, (253) 404-3970, elizabeth.rudrud@tacomaparks.com

Questions can be submitted to fortnisqually@tacomaparks.com You can find more information about the panel on 
our website, Facebook page, and below.

“The diverse perspectives on this panel have created a lot of value for our audiences,” said Fort Nisqually Living History 
Museum Events Coordinator, Elizabeth Rudrud. “We hope to add to this value by asking audiences to contribute 
directly to the scope of the conversation. We want to know what questions are out there.” Attendees are asked to 
submit their questions on the lasting legacy of the Treaty War in advance of this program. Email submissions to: 
fortnisqually@tacomaparks.com.

Award winning Puget Sound Treaty War Panel answers audience questions on the enduring legacy of the War.
The award-winning Puget Sound Treaty War Panel series resumes with its final installment on Thursday, November 11. 
The panel, which features historians from the Muckleshoot, Nisqually, Puyallup, Steilacoom, and Squaxin Island Tribes, 
is free and will be hosted online. 

The Puget Sound Treaty War (1855-1856) was an armed conflict between the U.S. Army, Washington Territorial 
volunteers and tribes involved in the Medicine Creek Treaty. The treaty, the first of several treaties negotiated by 
Governor Isaac Stevens in quick succession, sought the relocation of local tribes to reservations in exchange for cash 
payments and the preservation of hunting and fishing rights. 

The War officially ended in 1856 but subsequent battles have continued – in fishing wars, boarding schools, land 
settlements and tribal sovereignty. Previous discussions have focused on the historical events surrounding the Treaty 
War. The final discussion in the series will focus on how the conflict continues to impact the Puget Sound region to this 
day. And organizers want to hear from you.

In 2022 we will be publishing a curriculum based on these panel discussions for use by regional educators. We will also 
be continuing the conversation with Indigenous Voices, a podcast that will continue to advance Native voices in the 
telling of Puget Sound history, highlight efforts to advance tribal sovereignty and treaty rights, and the resilience of 
tribal communities in the nearly two centuries after the War. Stay tuned! 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.metroparkstacoma.org%2Fevent%2Ffort-from-home-treaty-war-panel%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcoma%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C3d4beb715ff64a1909bf08d99b170d25%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637711346615568312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=uxsU%2BKZNLQzp8Wwr6g2e5GHn1Jpxx7lmgkfUMkHSA6s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.metroparkstacoma.org%2Fevent%2Ffort-from-home-treaty-war-panel%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcoma%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C3d4beb715ff64a1909bf08d99b170d25%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637711346615578266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=sUYqOBU7SOXHt7VgQmwT%2FCbQgHZErY8dNnGTGKjl4oM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.metroparkstacoma.org%2Ffort-nisqually-indigenous-voices%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcoma%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C3d4beb715ff64a1909bf08d99b170d25%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637711346615588216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2F41vjlaCpS3z1IgoR3n95YC8G1klUvS03DyKHi4vVJM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:elizabeth.rudrud@tacomaparks.com
mailto:fortnisqually@tacomaparks.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.metroparkstacoma.org%2Fevent%2Ffort-from-home-treaty-war-panel%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcoma%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C3d4beb715ff64a1909bf08d99b170d25%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637711346615538441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=eg%2F1vFigKR2than19Q0oAlvPhEzAdg72yW%2Bson1ebuw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fevents%2F4390512737734643&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcoma%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C3d4beb715ff64a1909bf08d99b170d25%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637711346615548406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=P3Emh%2BrUp0qpo15IjD336SlfyQlnDlC9sMjmGb7Fod0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:fortnisqually@tacomaparks.com




https://puyallupsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/marcoma_puyallup_k12_wa_us/Documents/Attachments/Cultural%20Happenings/Cultural%20Events%202021-22/KCSC-NAHeritage-Webinar-2021.jpg


Chelángen Live! - Beaded Ornaments
Date

November 16, 2021 
5:30 PM-7:30 PM

Contact
Jackie Ferry

rsvp@samishtribe.nsn.us
360-293-6404

Virtually join us to make Beaded Ornaments.
November 16 5:30pm - 7:30pm

to RSVP please contact Jackie Ferry @ 360-293-6404 or 
rsvp@samishtribe.nsn.us

Open to Samish cit izens and their households

mailto:rsvp@samishtribe.nsn.us
tel:360-293-6404


Celebrate the return of salmon to Swan Creek and surrounding rivers! 
Register for this year’s Swan Creek Salmon Challenge and you and your family 
can view salmon, learn about these amazing creatures, participate in 
conservation, and discover why protecting our environment helps protect 
salmon.

How to Participate:
Register yourself/team/family below. Then, enjoy as many challenges as you 
can. Once you have completed 4 challenges, fill out the finisher form to be 
entered into a drawing for prizes:

Prizes:
•One night of camping at Alder Lake Campground
•Tickets for 4 to Zoolights
•Turtle Time or Family Nature Experience for up to 6

Post your photos on Facebook and Instagram with hashtag 
#salmonchallenge253

Registration is open until Dec. 12
Register for the event using the form below or Click Here

Check out the Challenges here: Swan Creek Salmon Challenge - Metro Parks 
Tacoma

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/c1d4b4aa37224e9d98b463f49a2e5527
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/zBmuO99
https://www.metroparkstacoma.org/event/salmonchallenge/


Native American Youth Leadership Academy

NAYLA is open to Native American/Alaska Native students in grades 8-12. We meet four times throughout 
the school year as a whole group with the first session starting in October 2021. Then, we will meet every other 
month after that, in December 2021, February 2022, and April 2022. There will also be a youth conference in the 
spring, so watch for that information.

The Puyallup School District Indian Education Program students, along with about 15 other school districts’ 
Native Education Program students from across Western Washington, will continue to participate in the Native 
American Youth Leadership Academy (NAYLA). 

Last school year, NAYLA convened virtually for all four sessions and a Youth Conference. Unfortunately, due to 
the still-happening, global pandemic, we are going to have to, at least to start, go virtual again this year. But no 
worries! We are all still very excited to be able to showcase fabulous guest speakers and our amazing, talented, 
Native students, who never cease to amaze us.

**Applications are available now! Look for it on Schoology. The first NAYLA session will take place this
Thursday, October 7, 2021. You will have two options to attend.**

If you have any questions or would like more information about NAYLA, please contact me, Michelle Marcoe, at 
253-840-8852, marcoma@Puyallup.k12.wa.us or look for the information on Schoology.

CULTURE ~ LEADERSHIP ~ HEALTH & WELL-BEING ~ COMMUNITY-BUILDING

NAYLA mission:  We are Native American youth sharing the pride of our culture 
through healthy relationships and service to the communities we live and serve in.
. 

mailto:marcoma@Puyallup.k12.wa.us


Need Supplies/Assistance/Resources?

The Indian Education Program might be able to help with student fees such as athletic fees, class 
fees, cap & gown, etc., if your student is JOM (Johnson O’Malley Program Grant) eligible. If your 
student is eligible, the Indian Education Program must have the student’s tribal ID or some other 
document that verifies his/her eligibility. (To be eligible, the student must be an enrolled member of 
a federally-recognized tribe or at least one-fourth or more degree of Indian blood descendant of a 
member of a federally-recognized Indian tribal government eligible for services from the Bureau.). 

To request assistance/support with student fees/supplies, please complete the Support/Assistance 
Request Form at the link below and email or send it, along with the required documentation to the 
Indian Education Program office located at the district office (you can ask the school to send it in the 
district courier):  Forms & Documents - Puyallup School District (sharpschool.com)

If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Marcoe, Indian Education Specialist at 
marcoma@puyallup.k12.wa.us or 253-840-8852.

Free Meals for all students for the 2021-22 School Year

The Puyallup School District will provide all students a free breakfast and lunch, daily, at all school 
sites, for the 2021-22 school year, due to a USDA-issued waiver. The nationwide USDA waiver allows 
for free meals for the 2021-22 school year only.

Families that previously qualified for free or reduced-priced meal benefits will need to reapply to 
continue receiving district supported fee reductions and meal benefits throughout 2021-22 and 
starting 2022-23. Some examples of the benefits and reduced fees available to families who 
requalify for free and reduced meals include ASB cards, laptop protection and athletic fees.

Those who believe they may qualify, should also apply for meal benefits to receive available fee 
reductions.

Families of children in grades 9-12 who qualify for free and reduced-priced meals, are required to 
also submit a Consent to Share survey to receive additional fee waivers. New this school year, 
parental consent is needed to receive additional fee reductions on items such as ASB cards, athletic 
participation fees, device coverage, and more.

For more information:  Food & Nutrition Services - Puyallup School District

https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/departments/indian_education_program___title_v_i_/forms___documents
mailto:marcoma@puyallup.k12.wa.us
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3mHsgPvyEE-_Ff_XmYCFdF4zQic4tKhGtRhdAEFtMC5UNlZUQ1lBSEhQUVFPT1BWUVhHQ1BLSVRCSC4u
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/departments/food___nutrition_services
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